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Chopping v. Compromise 


Wi to Issue 37 of Back To 
Prabhupada (BTP). This is- 
sue's feature article, which is on 
the next page, presents a funda- 
mental paradigm shift which com- 
pletely revolutionises the dispute 
between ISKCON's current GBC 
(Governing Body Commission) 
and the IRM. 

We have previously noted that 
attacks on BTP invariably appear 
to focus on the mood and tone of 
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tive” and so on. These criticisms are 
offered due to the inability to re- 
but the actual content of B7P. For, 
when one is unable to find any 
fault in what BTP actually states, 
what else can one do but take 
shelter in nebulous and vague ac- 
cusations regarding BTP's "style"? 
An example of this came from a 
Prabhupada disciple who writes 
frequently in support of ISKCON's 
guru hoax, and whose objection 
to the IRM's writings was that | am 
a“logic-chopper” This refers to the 


“chopping technique’, whereby one 


is accused of mercilessly chop- 
ping down opposing arguments 
through using logic in an uncom- 
promising manner. Such a com- 
plaint about "chopping"is not new: 

"No compromise — Ram- 
akrishna, avataras, yogis, every- 
one was enemy to Guru Maha- 
raja — he never compromised. 
Some God-brothers complained 
that this preaching was chop- 
ping technique and it would not 
be successful. But we have seen 
that those who criticized, they 
fell down. For my part! have tak- 


en up the policy of my Guru Ma- 
haraja — no compromise.’ 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 27/7/1973) 

So, Srila Prabhupada makes 
it clear that not only did his Guru 
Maharaja employ the “chopping 
technique”, but that he also has 
taken up the same “no-compro- 
mise chopping technique”. There- 
fore, to be accused of following 
Srila Prabhupada in this manner is 
actually the greatest compliment! 
For, if arguments are false, they 
must be “chopped” down, using 
logic, reason, philosophy and Sri- 
la Prabhupada's teachings, with- 
out compromise. And if such ar- 
guments are not false, then they 
cannot in any case be chopped 
down, and such a "chopping tech- 
nique" accusation is not relevant. 
It is telling that the main objec- 
tion that can be made against the 
IRM revolves around the manner in 
which its arguments are successful 
and potent, rather than the man- 
ner in which they are false. 

A related accusation is that 
such a "chopping technique" be- 
trays a lack of compassion. In re- 
sponse we can point to the count- 
less appreciations we have print- 
ed in BTP from devotees for hav- 
ing had their spiritual lives saved 
through the IRM's work. Further, 
our devotees have received death 
threats and physical violence while 
attempting to distribute BTP. For 
examples, view the video clips on 
our homepage: www.iskconirm. 
com, or this death threat printed in 
BTP, Issue 5: www.iskconirm.com/ 
threat.htm 


IRM Mission Statement 


s the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada from our 
material vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krsna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement which he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has 


Thus, they are doing what others 
are not, at great personal risk to 
themselves, with no prospect of 
getting disciples, followers, dona- 
tions or personal glory. Beatings 
and abuse are usually the only “re- 
wards" on offer. To fly in to appre- 
ciative and welcoming audiences, 
like ISKCON gurus do, is easy. But, 
to go amongst those who, due to 
ignorance, are extremely hostile, 
purely to try to help them by mak- 
ing them aware of Srila Prabhupa- 
da's orders and thereby avoid be- 
ing deviated, is true compassion. 
It is also claimed that such a 
"chopping technique" is used to 
"attack" ISKCON's leaders. Again, 
what actually matters is whether 
or not what we state is correct. If it 
is correct, then we are not attack- 
ing anyone, but merely correcting, 
which is a positive and welcome 
activity. For example, we report- 
ed in BTP 33 how ISKCON guru HH 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami — in a revers- 
al of his previous complaint about 
BTP's criticism of ISKCON's devia- 
tions — has himself started repeat- 
ing the same criticisms (please see 
“ISKCON guru follows BTP's lead"). 
Thus, with more of ISKCON's lead- 
ers aligning themselves with BTP's 
message — at least in word, if not 


deed — our "chopping technique" 


is making progress in correcting 
deviations. 

Please feel free to write to me 
at the following email address: 
irm@iskconirm.com. 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In Srila Prabhupada’s service, 

Krishnakant 


undergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the 
instructions and standards given by Srila Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the 
sole diksa guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, 
purity and philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that Srila 


Prabhupada gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position 
is set out in The Final Order — see back page to order your free copy. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and’be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada v. The Rtviks 


n the last issue we presented 
I: diagram summarising the 
evidence from many previous 
BTP issues ("ISKCON's Rtvik Sys- 
tem Summarised”). This diagram 
showed that ISKCON's supposed 
initiating gurus actually end up 
functioning at best as default rt- 
viks (those who just conduct the 
initiation ceremony) who merely 
pretend to be diksa gurus. In con- 
trast, the system of accepting Sri- 
la Prabhupada as the diksa guru 
was the standard system of initia- 
tion in ISKCON before Srila Prabh- 
upada's physical departure, and all 
sides accept that it was bona fide. 
And the IRM simply proposes that 
this system continues. Under this 
system, many disciples never met 
Srila Prabhupada either before, 
during or after initiation. The char- 
acteristics of such a diksa guru sys- 
tem are detailed below. 


The divya-j/nana diksa guru 
Accepting Srila Prabhupada as 
one’s diksa guru is the acceptance 
of the personality who, through 
his spiritual teachings provides 
the transcendental knowledge, or 
divya-jnana, which is diksa: 
“Diksa actually means initiat- 
ing a disciple with transcenden- 
tal knowledge by which he be- 
comes freed from all material 
contamination.” 
(Sri Caitanya-caritàmrta, Madhya-lilà, 4:111) 
“Diksa, diksa. Di... Divya. The- 
re are two words, divya-jnana. 
Divya-jnana means transcend- 
ental, spiritual knowledge.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 22/2/1973) 
Whereas, the GBC-elected 
ISKCON initiators, as explained 
on page 6 of this issue, admit to 
hardly providing any knowledge; 
directing their disciples instead to 
read Srila Prabhupada’s books. 


The parampara guru 


Accepting Srila Prabhupada 
as the diksa guru means accept- 
ing the diksa guru as directed by 
Ѕаѕіга (scripture) — one who is in 


the parampara (disciplic succes- 
sion), does not fall down and al- 
ways remains in the parampara: 
“A bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter is in the disciplic succession 
from time eternal, and he does 
not deviate at all from the in- 
structions of the Supreme Lord”. 
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 4:42) 

The GBC-elected ISKCON initi- 
ators, however, frequently do fall 
down, and, as evidenced in last is- 
sue's diagram, do not even need to 
be in the parampara. 


The qualified guru 


Accepting Srila Prabhupada 
as the diksa guru means accept- 
ing the diksa guru as directed by 
Sastra — one who is on the top- 
most level of Krsna consciousness: 

“When one has attained the 
topmost position of maha-bha- 
gavata, he is to be accepted as 
a guru and worshipped exactly 
like Hari, the Personality of God- 
head. Only such a person is eligi- 
ble to occupy the post of a guru.” 
(SriCaitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lilà, 24:330) 

The GBC-elected ISKCON initi- 
ators, meanwhile, have been de- 
clared to not be situated on this 
level by ISKCON's Sannyasa Міп- 
ister, who accepts that none are 


"completely aware of the Supersoul". 


(‘Duties of GBC and Guru in ISKCON', 2006, & 
email: 30/8/2006, Prahladananda Swami) 


The right guru 


A consequence of the qualifi- 
cation standard just stated is that 
Srila Prabhupada is always car- 
rying the Lord within his heart, 
whereas the GBC-elected ISKCON 
initiators are not — which means 
that Srila Prabhupada is the right 
person to be initiated by: 

“Unless one is initiated by the 
right person, who always carries 
within his heart the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, one 
cannot acquire the power to car- 
ry the Supreme Godhead within 
the core of one’s own heart.” 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 10:2:18) 








Srila Prabhupada 
i 


Gives divya-jnana 


Delivers disciple 


| 


Real Diksa Guru 


The liberating diksa guru 


Accepting Srila Prabhupada as 
the diksa guru means accepting 
the diksa guru as directed by sas- 
tra — the personality who actual- 
ly delivers the disciple. Whereas, in 
the last issue's summary diagram, 
we presented evidence showing 
how the GBC-elected ISKCON ini- 
tiators themselves have admitted 
that it is Srila Prabhupada, and not 
themselves, who delivers their “dis- 
ciples”: 

“The spiritual master initiates 
the disciple to deliver him, and 
if the disciple executes the order 
of the spiritual master and does 
not offend other Vaisnavas, his 
path is clear.’ 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lilà, 1:218) 


The traditional diksa guru 


All of the above demonstrate 
that accepting Srila Prabhupada 
as the diksa guru is driven by the 
standard idea of who should be ac- 
cepted as one's diksa guru — a fact 
that even ISKCON acknowledges: 

“the “zonal acarya” system 
and the “posthumous rtvik” sys- 
tem — rest on adherence to the 
traditional idea of leadership.” 
(Allegiance to Guru, to ISKCON and to Prabh- 
upada, Ravindra-svarüpa Dasa, 1998) 

In contrast, ISKCON's current 
system, as documented in last is- 
sue's summary diagram, consists 
of de facto rtviks "pretending" to 
be diksa gurus. This charade is 
not taught by Srila Prabhupada 





IRM's DiksaGuru v. 





ISKCON's "Rtviks" 





ISKCON Initiator 


Gives initiation ceremony 


i 


Doesn't deliver initiate 


| 


Rtvik Function 





nd 


or any scripture, and is therefore 
non-standard and a concoction. 


Conclusion 


The debate over the guru is- 
sue between the GBC and the IRM 
has been framed by the former as 
being one of "diksà v. rtvik". In- 
deed, one ISKCON guru, Dànavir 
Goswami, has even titled his paper, 
which specifically addresses the 
issue, as "Diksà or Rtvik" (answer- 
ed here: www.iskconirm.com/ 
danavir.htm). This paper claims 
that the GBC are advocating the 
system of diksà guru in opposition 
to a rtvik system which "eliminates 
the diksà guru" However, the facts 
presented above, together with 
the evidence from previous issues, 
leads to a startling conclusion that 
turns the debate between the IRM 
and the current GBC complete- 
ly on its head. Thus, it is the GBC 


and not the IRM, who are propos- 
ing a system of rtviks pretend- 


ing to be diksa gurus, instead of 
real diksa gurus; and it is the IRM, 
and not the GBC, who are pro- 
posing a standard diksa guru sys- 


tem, with a real diksa guru! (See 
diagram above). Therefore, if the 


GBC want to prohibit "rtvikvada" 
from ISKCON, they actually need 
to prohibit their de facto rtviks 
from masquerading as diksa gu- 





rus and instead promote the real 
diksa guru, Srila Prabhupada! So 
devotees need to choose: 

Srila Prabhupada or 

the rtviks (ISKCON gurus)?! 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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GBC Member Accepts De Facto Rtvik System 


he preceding article refers to 

how ISKCON has effective- 
ly adopted a rtvik system of ini- 
tiation with one key difference. 
This key difference is the perpe- 
tration of a“label hoax” This hoax 
operates as follows: those who 
effectively act in practice as no 
more than rtviks are mislabelled 
as being diksa gurus; whilst Śrī- 
la Prabhupāda, the actual diksa 
guru, is labelled as only being a 
Siksa (instructing) guru. This sim- 
ple label hoax then affords these 
de facto rtviks a platform by 
which they can take power. Now, 
an ISKCON GBC and guru, HH 
Jayapataka Swami (“JPS”), di- 
rectly concedes this label hoax. 
Within the shaded boxes below 
are excerpts from a letter written 
by JPS on 25/8/2012 to ISKCON 
Bangalore members. 


ISKCON guru = Rtvik 


“| remember that you were very 
concerned that you wanted a di- 
rect relationship with Srila Pra- 
bhupada and if somehow that 
can be obtained by maximizing 
your shelter of Srila Prabhupada 
as your primary spiritual authori- 
ty and minimizing the role of the 
diksa guru, that could be some- 
thing that could be worked with 
immediately. A physically living 
person that doesn't really have a 
role more than the fact that he is 
imparting the initiation or mantra 
as diksà guru or mantra guru but 
you really take shelter in Srila Pra- 
bhupada as your primary spiritual 
authority and as ISKCON's Found- 
er- Acárya" 


JPS here is responding to the 
demand to allow Srila Prabhupa- 
da to be one's diksa guru, with the 
GBC gurus acting only as rtviks on 
Srila Prabhupada’s behalf. JPS's 
reply is to accept that the ISKCON 
GBC “guru” can be seen as a per- 
son who is nothing more than a 
functionary who conducts the in- 
itiation, with no spiritual input into 


the life of the initiate — which was 
the same function that a rtvik per- 
formed during Srila Prabhupada’s 
physical presence. JPS has, there- 
fore, defined the actual position of 
an ISKCON GBC guru as being that 
of a rtvik. 


Srila Prabhupada gives diksa 


“At this point, the possibility of Sri- 
la Prabhupada giving initiations af- 
ter his departure may not be some- 
thing that the GBC is considering 
but as | said this is not at all an ob- 
stacle for you to have a direct re- 
lationship with Śrīla Prabhupāda 
as your primary spiritual author- 
ity, as ISKCON's Founder-Acarya. 
[...] You could worship Prabhupa- 
da, and follow Srila Prabhupada, 
and that would be very inspiring 
to have somebody completely sold 
out to $rila Prabhupada. [...] To say 
that someone wants to take max- 
imum shelter of Srila Prabhupada 
as their primary spiritual authori- 
ty, as ISKCON's Founder-Acarya or 
as the pre-eminent Siksà Guru and 
they want to minimize the role of 
the Diksa guru as monitor guru 
or the like, that is also not wrong. 
[...] you could be one type of Prab- 
hupadanugas in ISKCON who take 
more shelter of Srila Prabhupada 
than anyone else.” 


Having accepted that the 
ISKCON GBC guru can merely bea 
functionary who conducts the in- 
itiation, it is also accepted that all 
the spiritual content and shelter of 
one’s life comes directly from Sri- 
la Prabhupada. Clearly, therefore, 
it must be Srila Prabhupada, and 
not the ISKCON GBC guru, who is 
providing all the spiritual knowl- 
edge and progress, which is diksa: 

“Diksais the process by whi- 
ch one can awaken his transcen- 
dental knowledge and vanquish 
all reactions caused by sinful 
activity. A person expert in the 
study of the revealed scriptures 
knows this process as diksa.’ 
(SriCaitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 15.108) 


Bogus cover 


“But if you say that Srila Prabhupa- 
da is your diksa guru although he 
is not physically present then this 
is a big obstacle in finding a solu- 
tion. [...] The ISKCON GBC obvious- 
ly has to stay with the tradition of 
the Guru Parampara, Sastra and 
Sadhu.’ 


JPS claims that the label hoax 
is necessary because the “tradition 
of the Guru Parampara, Sastra and 
Sadhu" demands that Srila Prab- 
hupada cannot be called the diksa 
guru due to not being physically 
present. However, please note: 

1) JPS's explanation is false, be- 
cause Śrīla Prabhupāda has not 
taught that unless the diksa guru 
is physically present, it would vio- 
late “guru, sadhu and sastra” as JPS 
claims. 

2) In any case, JPS himself 
states that ISKCON's guru system 
does not follow guru and sastra: 

“Actually the scriptures men- 
tion that the guru can be called 
by such names as Visnupada, 
Prabhupada, Acaryadeva. None- 
theless the GBC felt that being 
attached to this particular scrip- 
tural instruction has been coun- 
ter-productive as many devo- 
tees felt that it was artificial to 
accept such names. [...] At first 
| was quite upset because this 
was not according to Srila Pra- 
bhupada's instructions given in 
his books. [...] Although in sas- 
tra using such names for a guru 
are authorized, but in a socie- 
ty like ISKCON there should be 
some approved procedure or et- 
iquette for doing so. [...] Consid- 
ering the time, place and circum- 
stances we are in there is some 
merit in this decision although it 
apparently contravenes a direct 
instruction of Srila Prabhupada 
given in his books." 

(HH Jayapataka Swami, Letter to all disci- 
ples, 24/3/1999) 

This bar on the traditional ti- 

tles given to real diksa gurus is 


consistent with ISKCON’s initiators’ 
true de facto rtvik status. 

3) The GBC's official “brain”, the 
Sastric Advisory Council (“SAC”), 
also concedes that the current 
ISKCON guru system does not ad- 
here to guru, sadhu and Ssastra: 

“Our present system has in- 
stitutionalized a process of sen- 
ior devotees voting or offering 
no-objection to prospective gu- 
rus. But we do not find that this 
institutionalized blessing seek- 
ing process is mentioned by 
guru, sadhu or Sastra as the way 
that one is authorized to become 
a guru.” 

(Balancing the Roles of the GBC and the Dis- 
ciple in Guru Selection, SAC) 

Thus, the need to follow guru, 
sadhu and sastra is simply a cover 
invented to justify the label hoax. 


Conclusion 


The GBC’s guru system is a per- 
fect example of how ISKCON oper- 
ates, being guided by personal de- 
sires rather than philosophy: 

a) It is accepted that the sys- 
tem relies on applying labels that 
have no bearing on the functions 
that are actually performed. 

b) This label hoax is rational- 
ised by invoking "guru, sadhu and 
Sastra". But it is admitted that the 
GBC'S own guru system does not 
follow "guru, sadhu and $аѕіга". 
Whereas Srila Prabhupada’s act- 
ing as the diksa guru of ISKCON 
does not in any case violate “guru, 
sadhu and Sastra^ 

c) Rather, mislabelling oneself 
as a diksa guru allows one to gar- 
ner profit, adoration and distinc- 
tion (PAD) from one's newly cre- 
ated "disciples" The label hoax, 
therefore, manifests as a symp- 
tom of the desire for PAD (which 
can also be achieved by misusing 
even correct labels — see "The 
Great Guru Hoax, Part 3”, Editori- 
al, BTP 19). Thus, as long as the de- 
sire for PAD remains, so will devia- 
tion, rather than philosophical un- 
derstanding and strict following. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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he preceding article detailed 

how philosophy has been fal- 
sely invoked to claim justification 
for usurping Srila Prabhupada's 
position as diksa guru. “Guru, sad- 
hu and sastra” was put forward 
as an excuse for why Srila Prabh- 
upada cannot be ISKCON’s diksa 
guru, even though it is accept- 
ed that ISKCON's guru hoax does 
not in any case follow “guru, sad- 
hu and sastra"! Clearly, therefore, 
such use of philosophy is mere- 
ly a bogus cover to hide one’s ac- 
tual motives to take Srila Prabh- 
upada's position. Over the next 2 
pages we present further exam- 
ples of such blatant cheating tac- 
tics, whereby high-minded, noble, 
philosophical reasons are offered 
as a bogus cover to hide the actu- 
al situation. 


Empowered adjustment an 
insult 


In his book, Suddha-bhakti- 
cintamani, ISKCON GBC and guru, 
HH Sivarama Swami (“SRS”) 
states the following reasons for 
why Srila Prabhupada cannot pos- 
sibly be the diksa guru for ISKCON: 

“Rtviks agree that their un- 
derstanding of initiation is not 
standard, but they say that their 
recommended process for con- 
necting with the disciplic suc- 
cession is acceptable due to Sri- 
la Prabhupada’s extraordinarily 
empowered status. Yet the sug- 
gestion that Srila Prabhupada 
was empowered to act contra- 
ry to scripture and Vaisnava tra- 
dition — or would use his em- 
powerment to do so — is an in- 
sult rather than praise. [...] To 
suggest that Prabhupada was 
unchaste to his spiritual her- 
itage — that he was an inde- 
pendent, absolute authority — 
is to attribute to him a status the 
kartabhaja sahajiyas attribute 
to their gurus.” 

Thus, having first assumed that 
Srila Prabhupadas acting as ISKCON's 
diksà guru is "not standard" and is 


against "Vaisnava tradition", SRS 
makes it clear that, regardless of 
the level of one's empowerment, 
such empowerment would nev- 
er be used to act against Vaisnava 
tradition. Indeed, to even suggest 
such a thing would be an "insult" 


Empowered adjustment 
necessary 


The quotations in the shaded 
boxes below (all emphases added) 
are from a podcast made on 
25/8/2012 by SRS. SRS first sets 
out a “principle” that Srila Prabh- 
upada taught: 

“this is certainly a principle that 
Srila Prabhupada repeats him- 
self over and over, that a disci- 
ple does not accept disciples in 
the physical presence of his spir- 
itual master”. 

SRS further claims that this 
principle taught by Srila Prabh- 
upada is not in line with Vaisnava 
tradition: 

“we see that Vaisnava tradition 
also bears out that in the time of 
Mahaprabhu, thereafter, for in- 
stance in the book Jaiva Dharma, 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura shows 
how, gives the story of how a 
devotee takes an aspirant to his 
own spiritual master for bless- 
ings, and that devotee is acting 
as a diksa guru.’ 

SRS then states that such a 
principle does not need to be 
followed in ISKCON because Sri- 
la Prabhupada is empowered to 
change the rules of Gaudiya Vai- 
snavism and, therefore, in the 
same way, the GBC is empowered 
to change the principles taught by 
Srila Prabhupada: 

“So, yes, there are many rules in 
Gaudiya Vaisnavism, but con- 
sidering time and circumstance, 
sometimes some of those rules 
can be adapted or changed. It 
requires the proper authority 
to do so. Srila Prabhupada was 


an empowered Acarya, and al- 
though Caitanya Mahaprab- 


hu and Bhaktisiddhanta Sar- 





Issue 37 - Autumn 2012: Back To Prabhupada ~ Page IM. 


Using Philosophy as a Bogus Cover - 1 


asvati Thakura wanted disci- 
ples to chant 64 rounds — Lord 

Caitanya would say that he 

would not accept food in the 

house of someone who does 

not chant 100,000 names of the 

Lord — Srila Prabhupada saw 

that that was not possible and 

therefore he made that adjust- 
ment. Similarly, we see that be- 
cause that type of arrangement 

is also present in Vaisnava cul- 
ture and because ultimately the 

GBC is empowered to make such 

adjustment, so that was the case 

at that time. And we have others 

like Kadamba Kanana Mahara- 
ja who is Jayadvaita Maharaja’s 

disciple who is initiating”. 


Philosophy depends on power 


Thus, when justifying ISKCON’s 
successor guru system, we have a 
GBC member claiming that: 

a) Srila Prabhupada's teach- 
ings are not in line with Vaisnava 
tradition; 

b) the GBC is empowered to 
change principles taught by Srila 
Prabhupada; 

c) Srila Prabhupada is empow- 
ered to change Gaudiya Vaisnava 
rules; 

having taken a different po- 
sition when trying to justify why 
Srila Prabhupada cannot be the 
diksa guru! 

So, for the GBC, whether or 
not tradition and principles can 
be adjusted by “empowerment” 
depends entirely on how the out- 
come will affect the GBC's project 
to usurp Srila Prabhupadas posi- 
tion! 


Protecting Srila Prabhupada 


In the following example, the 
need to protect Srila Prabhupada’s 
position and standards is evoked 
as a bogus cover to actually pro- 
tect ISKCON gurus from competi- 
tion. The quotations in the follow- 
ing shaded boxes are from a state- 
ment issued by the North Ameri- 
can GBC on 12/6/2012: 


“Temple presidents and congre- 
gational leaders are directed to 
not promote or host Tripurari 
Swami.” 

[Tripurari Swami (“TS”) is an 
ex-member of ISKCON who has 
his own preaching mission sepa- 
rate to ISKCON.] The GBC offers the 
following reasons for the need to 
take this action: 

“Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON boat 
are his standards, his mood of 
devotion, his instructions, and 
his system of organization. Thus, 
out of duty, to help assure that 
the elements set in place by Srila 
Prabhupada remain intact, [...] 
protect Srila Prabhupada’s po- 
sition in and standards for his 
Society”. 


Srila Prabhupada 
unprotected for decades! 


To justify TS's threat to “Sri- 
la Prabhupada's standards" Ap- 
pendix A of the GBC statement 
presents evidence of TS having 
left ISKCON in 1984-85 to take 
siksa from Srila Prabhupada's God- 
brother, with Appendix B present- 
ing evidence from 1995 where- 
in TS elaborates on how he does 
not accept Srila Prabhupada as his 
sole authority. Thus, the GBC claim 
they only needed to protect Sri- 
la Prabhupada's position in 2012 
due to information they had been 
aware of for between 17-27 years! 
Thus, by their own admission, the 
GBC felt no need to "protect" $rila 
Prabhupadas position for decades. 
However, the same document also 
offers one other reason for taking 
action against TS, which would 
explain why they have decided 
to do this only now. In Appendix 
E, they give examples of how TS 
has been “re-initiating” disciples of 
ISKCON gurus as his own, and this 
evidence is primarily from the last 
few years. So, the GBC is really tak- 
ing action to stop TS “stealing” the 
disciples of ISKCON gurus, whom 
the gurus themselves stole from 
Srila Prabhupada in the first place! 





please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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Using Philosophy as a Bogus Cover - 2 


e now move on to another 
W: study of how philoso- 
phy is blatantly misused to cover 
up one’s desire to usurp Srila Prab- 
hupada’s position. The quotations 
in the shaded boxes below are 
from an arrival address given by 
ISKCON guru and GBC, HH Bhakti 
Charu Swami (“BCS”), on the oc- 
casion of his foot bathing and “gu- 
ru-püjà" ceremony at a disciple's 
home on 10/9/2012, in Durban, 

South Africa. 


Diksa guru essential 


“At a time like this, one natural- 
ly wonders who is being wor- 
shipped. The disciples natural- 
ly worship the spiritual master 
because it is their duty. It is a 
part of vaidhi bhakti."adau gu- 
ru-puja”. The approach to the 
spiritual domain is through the 
spiritual master. [...] The spiritu- 
al knowledge is flowing through 
the spiritual master — that is 
why — adau guru-puja — adau 
guruvasray a. [...] Then when one 
gets involved in spiritual activi- 
ties there is the consideration of 
guru-püja. [...] That means the 
spiritual master is the via me- 
dium, otherwise there is no ac- 
cess to the spiritual reality. It 
is through the spiritual master 
that one must approach the spir- 
itual reality." 


The above statements are 
made by BCS to justify the worship 
he has just received as the sup- 
posed diksa guru of his disciples. 
He therefore emphasises the ab- 
solute essentiality of his position 
as their diksa guru. He states that 
without himself, the diksa guru, 
one cannot get access to either the 
spiritual reality or the spiritual do- 
main, and that spiritual knowledge 
flows through him. And, therefore, 
he must be worshipped! 


Diksa guru not essential 


“The main consideration for spir- 
itual advancement is siksa [...] 


That is how we have to see Sri- 
la Prabhupada. He is the guru 

of all the devotees of ISKCON for 
all times. [...] The siksa guru can 

be many [...] So here is the prob- 
lem with the rtviks. [...] who is 

more important — diksa or siksa 

guru? Siksa. Diksa guru is also 

the siksa guru. But more impor- 
tant is the siksa guru.” 


Here, later on in the same ad- 
dress, BCS moves on to dealing 
with those who advocate that Sri- 
la Prabhupada, and not himself, is 
the diksa guru — people whom 
BCS calls the “rtviks”. Thus, BCS 
now needs to deflect attention 
away from his having occupied Śrī- 
la Prabhupadas position as diksa 
guru. He does this by now claim- 
ing that the siksa guru, the posi- 
tion he has restricted Srila Prab- 
hupada to, is much more impor- 
tant than his own diksa guru posi- 
tion, with the"main consideration 
for spiritual advancement" being 
Siksa. He therefore reverses what 
he had just stated on the essential- 
ity of the position of the diksa guru. 


Learning requires physical 
presence 


“Yes, we need a guru — because 
he is a teacher — a living teach- 
er is necessary because when 
we are studying a subject there 
has to be somebody who will ex- 
plain it to us, and when we have 
questions we can ask him, and 
he can chastise us. If he sees 
that we are deviating he has 
the "stick" to bring us back in 
line. Like the example of Jesus 
and the shepherd. The sheep 
may go astray but the shepherd 
is there to bring the sheep back 
in line. So we need a guru who 
is present, in that sense both a 
diksa and $iksa guru. The Siksa 
guru can be many, and $iksa 
guru may not be present, but 
the siksa remains — that per- 
son's teaching remains although 
he may have left the planet, but 


Philosophy Dictated by Guru Usurpation 





the diksa guru has to be present 
on the planet. So here is the 
problem with the rtviks.’ 


Since BCS is speaking here 
about the “rtviks’, he needs to jus- 
tify his existence as the diksa guru. 
He therefore insists that spiritual 
learning actually requires a physi- 
cally present “living” teacher in the 
form of the diksa guru, i.e. himself! 


Physical presence not 
required for learning 


“The main consideration for spir- 
itual advancement is siksa — ed- 
ucation, study, learning, practic- 
ing the process — both aspects 
are there — theoretical study 
and practical application. [...] 
That is how we have to see Sri- 
la Prabhupada. He is the guru of 
all the devotees of ISKCON for all 
times. [...] The siksa guru can be 
many, and siksa guru may not be 
present”. 


Here, BCS is again trying to 
deflect attention away from his 
position as diksa guru. Thus, BCS 
makes it clear that the main spirit- 
ual learning comes from siksa, and, 
having restricted Srila Prabhupa- 
da to only being a Siksa guru, BCS 
states that the Siksa guru does not 
even need to be physically present 
to impart this learning. He there- 
fore states the opposite of the "liv- 
ing guru" philosophy we just quot- 
ed him stating! 


BCS worshipped as diksa guru 
Philosophy: Diksa guru is essential 


Srila Prabhupada “restricted” to siksa guru 
Philosophy: Diksa guru not essential 


BCS needed as diksa guru 
Philosophy: “Living” teacher necessary 


Srila Prabhupada “restricted” to siksa guru 
Philosophy: “Living” teacher not necessary 





He who is not there, must be 
there! 


The following statement from 
BCS further contradicts his “living 
guru” philosophy: 


^| feel very guilty that | am sup- 
posed to help you in your spirit- 
ual development, but what am 
I doing? I rarely come here, and 
am hardly in contact with you". 


So, having claimed that the 
diksà guru has to be physically 
present in order to impart learn- 
ing, BCS admits that actually he is 
hardly ever physically present in 
the lives of his disciples in order 
to impart learning! Thus, he is ar- 
guing that even though he is not 
there, he must be there! 


Conclusion 


So, in the same short arrival 
address, BCS puts forward multi- 
ple contradictory ideas depend- 
ing on his need to justify occupy- 
ing Srila Prabhupada's position — 
see summary diagram above. 

In the 2 preceding pages we 
have presented examples of how 
the philosophy put forward is si- 
multaneously not accepted by 
those putting it forward, depend- 
ing on the outcome they seek to 
achieve. Thus, rather than simply 
being misunderstood, philoso- 
phy is actually being misused as a 
cheating device in the service of 
realising one’s own desires. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON leader's request 


he following exchange took 

place with Urmila Devi Dasi, 
originally from the USA, who is a 
member of the GBC's Sastric Advi- 
sory Council, Associate Editor for 
Back To Godhead, ISKCON's official 
magazine, and Professor at Bhak- 
tivedanta College, ISKCON's main 
educational establishment in Eu- 
rope, on whose website she is 
listed as being "ISKCON's first and 
only female guru candidate" Our 
response in blue, is interspersed 
between her statements below. 

"Do you have lists, per year, of 
approved ISKCON gurus, from 
1978-2002? (I have 2003-2012). I 
would also like, if possible, lists per 
year 1978-2012 of any approved 
ISKCON guru who was then for- 
bidden to initiate in ISKCON.” 

Please find attached two lists 

— “Stopped” and “Approved”. (All 
gurus, forbidden and approved to 
initiate, by year). 

“This is most helpful and | ат 
extremely grateful. | have read it 
over, and will look through it in 
depth. | would appreciate it if you 
would send updates as you have 
them. Do you have an overall per- 
centage of those who stopped in- 
itiating in ISKCON?” 

The percentage will vary de- 
pending on how you count the 
handful of people who have ap- 
peared to have stopped initiat- 
ing “voluntarily”, rather than be- 
ing considered "fallen" Thus, with 
126 gurus having been official- 
ly authorised by the GBC to in- 
itiate since 1978, and 41 hav- 
ing "stopped" after some publicly 
known transgression, and anoth- 
er 6 considered to have stopped 

"voluntarily" without such public- 
ly known transgressions, we get 
a range of between 33-37% of all 
GBC authorised gurus who are no 
longer initiating (excluding those 
who have departed). 

“That is the number | expected, 
yes. 

Your servant, Urmila Devi Dasi”. 


A Gaudiya Matha sannyasi 
writes 


The following letter is from B.V. 
Suddhadvaiti Swami ("Maharaja"), 
a leading sannyasi (monk in the 
renounced order) from Nàrayana 
Mahardja’s Gaudiya Matha branch. 
Originally from France, Maharaja 
was initiated by Srila Prabhupada 
as Jayantkrit Dasa. Our response in 
blue, is interspersed between his 
statements below. 

“Would you kindly send me the 
two booklets of 100 Contradictions 
of Bhakti Charu Swami and 100 De- 
viations of Sivarama Swami. Thank 


” 


you". 





We see that these revealing 
books continue to be of inter- 
est to all devotees, including an 
ISKCON guru who desperately 
tries to counter them, as featured 
on page 15 of this issue! They 
are available to everyone free of 
charge, on request. 

"| am watching your dealings 
with ISKCON since many years, 
and | am regularly commenting 
that the GBC cannot defeat your 
group because their own brand 
of philosophy about gurus and 
initiations is itself a form of rtvi- 
kism, albeit a covert one. | con- 
fronted a few ISKCON gurus back 
in 1993 and asked them what was 
the difference between them and 
you since they say that Srila Pra- 
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bhupāda is giving through them 
what they cannot give themselves. 
They were annoyed but couldn't 
answer and declined to continue 
the conversation.” 

Yes, we have pointed out many 
times that ISKCON is running a “la- 
bel hoax": 

a) They describe Srila Prab- 
hupada’s function as being that 
which would be performed by a 
diksa (initiating) guru, but then la- 
bel him as acting only as the siksa 
(instructing) guru; 

b) Whilst they label what their 
“gurus” do — which is at best act- 
ing as no more than rtviks — as 

acting as diksa gurus. 

“| remember that when | was 
proposing the GBC a guru-reform 
in 1994, | had access to confiden- 
tial information, such as a propos- 
al by HH Bhakti Charu Swami say- 
ing something like “the duty of 
every new member of ISKCON is 
to cultivate first and foremost his 
relationship with Srila Prabhupa- 
da.” It didn’t fly with the GBC at 
that time. | remember thinking 
that this was an actual admission 
de facto, of almost all the ISKCON 
gurus’ lack of qualification to be 
gurus, because Srila Prabhupada 
never taught us that our first and 
foremost duty was to develop our 
relationship with our parama-gu- 
ru, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, 
quite the contrary. Once a devo- 
tee, Hansadutta Dasa if | remem- 
ber, was wearing a badge with 
Sarasvati Thakura, and Prabhupa- 
da asked him what it was. He an- 
swered, “your Guru Maharaja, Pra- 
bhupada", and Prabhupada an- 
swered, “That | know! Yes, it is MY 
Guru Maharaja. You have no rela- 
tionship with him, only through 
me.” He also mentioned in those 
younger years that we couldn't un- 
derstand his guru's presentation of 
Krsna consciousness.” 

Their whole approach is to 
simply let Srila Prabhupada do all 
the work, whilst the guru hoax- 
ers simply take the credit, disci- 


ples and worship due to Srila Pra- 
bhupada by falsely posing them- 
selves as diksa gurus. 

“Your fight against people be- 
coming gurus in ISKCON when 
they're not qualified can be con- 
sidered okay, although it may be 
argued that fighting with devo- 
tees is not recommended and can 
degenerate in vaisnava-aparad- 
ha, the dreaded mad elephant of- 
fense.’ 

If one has usurped the positi- 
on of guru, then by definition one 
is not a devotee, but a guru killer: 

“And as soon as he learns the 
Guru Maharaja is dead, “Now | 
am so advanced that I can kill 
my guru and | become guru.” 
Then he's finished" 

(Srila Prabhupada Conversation, 16/8/1976) 

In such a situation, it would 
be permitting vaisnava-aparadha 
against Srila Prabhupada if we did 
not fight and expose such rascals. 

“Anyway, | don’t wish to argue. 
| consider your position as com- 
ing apparently from a noble sen- 
timent, but as an excessive reac- 
tion to an excessive situation cre- 
ated by the GBC right after Pra- 
bhupada left and compounded 
over the years.” 

1) It is wise for B.V. Suddhad- 
vaiti Maharaja to not attempt to 
argue, as he attempted this before 
and his arguments were shown 
Clearly to be false, as documented 
at www.iskconirm.com — scroll 
down to Replies to Gaudiya Matha' 
and click on Jayantkrit Dasa’ 

2) Presenting the orders of Sri- 
la Prabhupada is not an “excessive 
reaction” to an “excessive situation’, 
but simply the duty of every dev- 
otee. Rather, it was the “excessive 
situation" which arose as an "exces- 
sive reaction" to the GBC not fol- 
lowing Srila Prabhupada’s orders! 


Living the religion — or 
making a living from religion? 
“Please would you also be kind 


enough to send me a copy of this 
book about HH Bhakti Charu Swa- 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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mi? Everything you send to us will 
be read from cover to cover by 
both my husband and me, before 
passing to our son. 

| am very impressed by the 
fact that you are willing to send 
these without charge, which | feel 
should be the attitude of every- 
body, especially those in “religious” 
organisations. 

Having attended the London 
Temple occasionally in the 1980s, 
| recently became interested in 
Krsna Consciousness again, but 
having discovered the track re- 
cords of the so called “ISKCON gu- 
rus" | am very wary. When | asked 
their head office why North Wales 
(where we live) is ignored by them, 
therefore no devotees live here, 
and | explained that we are unable 
to travel to temples as we have an- 
imals to care for and | have health/ 
mobility problems, they were not 
in the least supportive. They have 
a huge amount of money stashed 
away, which | feel should be used 
for preaching. When they suggest- 
ed that we could pay for some 
devotees to come to North Wales 
by train, | explained that our in- 
come is very limited as we live on 
state pensions (and a small pri- 
vate income), which is enough 
to pay for the basics: food, coun- 
cil tax, water rates, electricity, in- 
surance, phone, clothing, food for 
the animals, essential things for 
the home, and the materials for 
DIY jobs (and we were donating 
money to ISKCON - not апутоге!). 
The devotee | spoke with said that 
it wouldn't cost us much to send 
6-8 devotees from Bhaktivedanta 
Manor to North Wales once a 
month by train. That would take 
up most of our income! They have 
lost touch with reality! They don't 
need to concern themselves with 
surviving on state pensions later 
in life. 

My husband's original career 
was that of an accountant, and 
having scrutinised their accounts 
he commented that it’s a very 
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safe charity with too much mon- 
ey put to one side - he is puzzled 
as to why they are not using it to 
further Krsna Consciousness. He 
thinks raising money has become 
their aim. Or maybe they are ex- 
pecting to have to pay out huge 
sums of money to compensate for 
their wrongdoings. 

Thank you for bringing their 
wrongdoings to the attention of 
the world - no wonder | found 
some of them “creepy”! Has an- 
ybody who can see/read auras 
commented on theirs? Just won- 
der whether they have auras of en- 
lightened people! 

Thank you so much.’ 

- J. Bach, Llandudno, Wales, UK 

Editor replies: 

We are very happy to send you 
our literatures. We only want that 
they are read cover to cover, and 
since we are not trying to make a 
living out of religion, but rather liv- 
ing the religion, we are happy to 
supply them free of charge. 

Thank you for sharing your ex- 
periences. When you read our lit- 
eratures you will see that you are 
right to be wary, since the move- 
ment today does not represent 
the pure teachings of Srila Prabh- 
upada. Your story also is unfortu- 
nately all too typical of many peo- 
ple’s contact with the movement. 
| do not know about their auras, 
but just their actions and words 
are enough to determine that they 
are not enlightened people! 


More appreciation for book 
exposé series 


“Thanks Prabhu for the book 
the 100 Deviations of Sivarama 
Swami. It shows how distorted this 
system of the current ISKCON gu- 
rus is. Glories to Srila Prabhupada, 
the true Hare Krsna Guru!” 

- Dhanur Dhara Dasa, Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 

“Hare Krsna! I've just received 
an issue of Back To Prabhupada 
and a book called 100 Contradic- 
tions. It is very appreciated. I'll 
spread the news! Thank you very 


much friends. Thanks for such use- 
ful information. The truth must be 
said. This magazine is so well writ- 
ten. Best wishes! Hare Krsna!” 

- Marcio Soller, Sao Paulo, Brazil 


Defection and aggression 


“Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

You are doing the most impor- 
tant service to Srila Prabhupada. 
Krsna has picked the right attor- 
ney for Srila Prabhupada in you. 
Such clear and yet sublime knowl- 
edge you are giving us. It seems 
that some ISKCON gurus are about 
to defect (Bhakti Vikasa Swami), 
whilst other hijackers are stepping 
up and starting to become aggres- 
sive (Jayadvaita Swami, for exam- 
ple). Yours" 

- Sambhu Dàsa, Emmaboda, Sweden 

Editor replies: 

Thank you very much for your 
appreciation, Prabhu. 

In regards to gurus "defect- 
ing" — let's hope they do see the 
light and return "Back To Prab- 
hupada”. Or they will just contin- 
ue to remain hypocrites — say- 
ing one thing but doing another 
in practice. Either way, more and 
more devotees at least seem to be 
agreeing with the IRM! 

And yes, in regards to certain 
other ISKCON leaders, the more 
they are getting defeated, the 
more they become aggressive and 
desperate (see pages 14 and 15). 


Revisiting fossilised debate 


“Please see Drutakarma Dasa’s 
paper “The Real Final Order”, post- 
ed this year on a site run by an 
ISKCON devotee. Drutakarmā Pra- 
bhu believes he has defeated the 
rtvik conclusions of Prabhupada's 
July 9th, 1977 directive. Please dis- 
mantle his flawed reasoning and 
openly publish it as your response. 

Furthermore, Drutakarma Pra- 
bhu seems to be very convinced 
about his position so it would 
seem ideal for IRM to openly chal- 
lenge him and his guru hoax sup- 
porters to an open debate. Thank 


you. Hare Krsna.” 
- Ashish Panday, Durban, South Africa 

Editor replies: 

Prabhu, please visit our web- 
site: www.iskconirm.com. The 
paper you have referenced was 
originally called “All Bluff, No Stuff 
(3), and was actually answered 
14 years ago. The rebuttal can 
be read by scrolling down our 
homepage to 'Drutakarmà Dàsa' 
in the 'Replies to Guru Hoax Sup- 
porters' matrix, and then clicking 
on our reply, ‘Can Drutakarma An- 
swer These Questions?" 

Actually, as you will see from 
our website, Drutakarmà's paper 
and our response forms part of a 
series of back and forth exchang- 
es involving a number of papers. 

"The Real Final Order" is sim- 
ply a regurgitation of “All Bluff, 
No Stuff (3)", with all references 
to my name and the IRM papers, 
to which he is attempting to re- 
spond, simply removed, in the 
vain hope that no one will notice 
that his paper has already been 
answered. Thus, Drutakarmà's pa- 
pers were already debated and de- 
feated a long time ago, and sim- 
ply recycling them under a dif- 
ferent name will not change this 
fact. Devotees simply need to be 
made aware of these different de- 
feats, which is what we are doing 
via BTP and our other literatures. 


Srila Prabhupada restores 
disciple’s broken link 


“| have been regularly receiv- 
ing your BTP, the magazine of the 
real Hare Krsna movement, and 
it has provided some light to my- 
self as well as revealing some top- 
ics which are yet to be understood, 
but which will be revealed in time 
by Srila Prabhupada himself and 
the mercy of the Guru-parampara 
(disciplic succession — Ed). | have 
been initiated by HH Jayapataka 
Swami in the year 1999, and since 
then | have been missing some- 
thing within my heart. There is 
some important link within the 
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Guru-disciple relationship miss- 
ing, or it has got destroyed or lost. 
But whenever | try to meditate on 

Srila Prabhupada | get my answers 

solved. 

Many times when | am in 
some kind of confusion in Krsna 
conscious activities and not hap- 
py with the devotees’ attitude or 
behaviour, | try to approach many 
other senior devotees to get the 
answers and solutions, but they 
are unable to solve the situation 
or touch my heart fully. But im- 
mediately, as soon as | take Srila 
Prabhupada’s books or meditate 
upon him, my doubts get clari- 
fied and | become very happy 
and content, | then start moving 
to the next action of Krsna con- 
sciousness and keep myself en- 
gaged with joy, with the faith that 
Srila Prabhupada is present in his 
books. This is the mercy of Srila 
Prabhupada's books, as every an- 
swer to our doubts is available in 
his books. Then why go and search 
for answers to our doubts some- 
where else? | am finding that the 
joy is still there in Śrīla Prabhupā- 
da's books, lectures and videos, 
which many times one does not 
get from other senior devotees. 

Today, most of the devotees 
are lost in making temples, col- 
lecting donations and preaching 
with only selfish motives. Preach- 
ing has become a tool of inviting 
only more followers for ISKCON 
rather than making true or pure 
devotees, which was the will of 
Srila Prabhupada. Though | have 
never seen Srila Prabhupada per- 
sonally, | have wept for Srila Pra- 
bhupada many times and | find 
that ultimately our love for Srila 
Prabhupada will never fade away. 
And if one still accepts Srila Prab- 
hupada's position and loves him 
in the same way as when he was 
present on this planet, then it will 
make the Krsna consciousness 
process real. 

Your humble servant" 

- Sudhà Nitai Dasa, Bangalore, India 


Editor replies: 

Your personal experiences 
with Srila Prabhupada are the liv- 
ing proof of the message we pro- 
mote in B7P: that Srila Prabhupa- 
da is directly guiding all of us to- 
day as his disciples, and we do not 
require any substitutes. 

Thank you very much for the 
confirmation. 


Srila Prabhupada: 


НЇЇ$ опе% һеагї үүїїһ ]оу 


Guru-disciple link “missing, destroyed or lost 





Self-aggrandisement through 
label-switching 


"| recently received and read co- 
ver to cover BTP 35. | am glad to 
see that the IRM is continuing to 
make significant progress. The ar- 
ticles on 'GBC's Rtvik Paramparà' 
and'ISKCON's Parallel World' were 
especially interesting. It appears 
now the only thing remaining for 
the GBC to be fully in line with the 
IRM is to correct the mislabelling 
of ISKCON "diksà" gurus and add 
diksa guru to Prabhupada’s titles. 
The reason | appreciate what the 
IRM is doing so much is that what 
you are doing, bringing light to 
dark places, will help everyone, 
even the leaders and the average 
devotee in ISKCON’S parallel world, 
in due course of time. 

Thank you for your service. 
Hare Krsna.” 
- Richard House, Oklahoma, USA 
Editor replies: 
Hare Krsna. Thank you for your 


continued support and apprecia- 
tion. You raise a couple of very 
good points: 

1) Unfortunately, as we have 
documented, devotees in the 
ISKCON world are merely using 
Srila Prabhupada's teachings as a 
platform for self-aggrandisement. 
What is required is for this desire 
for self-aggrandisement to be re- 
moved, otherwise one will mere- 
ly adjust the platform required to 
continue doing this. For exam- 
ple, see the Editorial in BTP 19, re- 
garding "The Great Guru Hoax, 
Part 3^ Here, the correct titles are 
used — but this merely provides 
yet another different and appar- 
ently more "bona fide" platform 
from which to deviate! Addition- 
ally, aside from the guru titles is- 
sue, please see"ISKCON's New Mis- 
sion" in BTP 30, where we examine 
how ISKCON is deviating in eve- 
ry sphere. However, we sincere- 
ly hope that devotees will desire 
to follow Srila Prabhupada strict- 
ly, and that their ostensible align- 
ment with the correct understand- 
ing is followed with the correct 
practice. 

2) Because B7P deals with the 
universal issue of practising Krsna 
consciousness without deviating, 
it is of application to all levels of 
devotees in ISKCON — especial- 
ly since those who are considered 
the most advanced appear to also 
be the most deviant! 


Hiding the truth via banning 


“| have received the latest copy 
of BTP. Thank you so much. Since 
| have come in contact with the 
ISKCON Revival Movement, | have 
found hope again. 

For years | was worried about 
Srila Prabhupada's movement 
and how it has been hijacked by 
so-called devotees pursuing their 
own agenda. | was wondering 
how will it bring about the gold- 
en age we were told about, where 
the Holy Names will be heard in 
every town and village? 


Now there is hope again, 
thanks to your sincere endeavour 
to tell the truth! 

| believe Truthfulness to be the 
highest principle in this age of Kali 
(current age of hypocrisy — Ed.). 
Without it, all the other principles 
one may be able to follow become 
null and void! That is my sincere 
opinion. 

Regarding being barred from 
the New Mayapur temple (French 
temple featured in BTP 35 — Ed.), 
| think this is ludicrous. The tem- 
ple is a place of worship and it is 
open to the public, like any other 
church or mosque or whatever. | 
think that it is illegal to bar some- 
one from a temple because of a 
difference of opinion. | am pre- 
pared to mount a legal challenge 
against any temple president who 
will attempt to prevent me from 
walking into a temple because of 
my allegiance and my faith in Srila 
Prabhupada; let this be a warning! 

That statement from Bhakti 
Charu Swami that one is an im- 
personalist for studying Prabhupa- 
da's books on their own (featured 
in BTP 35 — Ed.) — it simply shows 
that the man has no real faith in 
his spiritual master! | believe that 
when | am reading Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books I’m in direct con- 
tact with him, of that | am con- 
vinced. And his books will inspire 
many generations of devotees 
who come in contact with them, 
whether they live near a temple 
or in the desert. 

My thoughts and prayers are 
with you.” 

- Pürnananda Dasi, Belfast, N. Ireland 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for your apprecia- 
tion and prayers. 

You are so correct that with- 
out truthfulness everything else 
is meaningless, because with- 
out truth we only have falsehood. 
Which in turn will mean that all 
other principles, such as austerity, 
will be utilised for achieving false 
goals. And this is exactly what 
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has happened in ISKCON follow- 
ing Srila Prabhupada’s departure. 

Yes, we can do no more than 
speak the truth and live it our- 
selves: 

“Completely rejecting all reli- 
gious activities which are mate- 
rially motivated, this Bhagavata 
Purana propounds the highest 
truth, which is understandable 
by those devotees who are fully 
pure in heart. The highest truth 
is reality distinguished from illu- 
sion for the welfare of all. Such 
truth uproots the threefold mis- 
eries.” 

(Srimad Bhagavatam, 1:1:2) 

In BTP we present the reality of 
Srila Prabhupada’s orders which is 
distinguished from the illusion of 
ISKCON's "parallel world". 


The BTP Exchange: Lord Siva 
worship in ISKCON 


“In your magazine Issue 35, on 
p.13 you claim: 

"For example there is no 
statement from Srila Prabhupa- 
da stating that worship of Lord 
Siva and other demigods should 
be introduced.” 

This statement is incorrect 
and offensive to Lord Siva — the 
greatest Vaisnava. 

Srila Prabhupada confirms 


there is NO HARM IN WORSHIP- . 


ING SIVA BEFORE KRSNA/VISNU: 

Indian man (7): "No, no, we 
pray Siva first and then we go to 
pray Krsna.’ 

Prabhupada: “So that you do. 
There is no harm. There is no harm. 
But you should understand what is 
Siva and what is Visnu. If you offer 
first prayer to Lord Siva, there is no 
harm. It is good.” 

(Morning Walk— October 5, 1975) 

With kind regards from Ger- 
many, Bhakta Robin Gentz”. 

Editor replies: 

You have only included part of 
our statement. What we actually 
stated was: 

“For example, there is no 
statement from Śrīla Prabhupā- 
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da stating that the worship of 
Lord Siva and other demigods 
should be introduced in ISKCON 
temples.’ 

(BTP 35, p.13, emphasis added) 

Your adding a period to the 
end of the statement you have 
quoted is therefore incorrect, since 
this presents only part of our state- 
ment as being the full statement. 

The conversation excerpt you 
have provided between the Indi- 
an man and Srila Prabhupada does 
not state that “worship of Lord Siva 
and other demigods should be in- 
troduced in ISKCON temples’. 

There is no statement from Sri- 
la Prabhupada where he calls for 
the introduction of demigod wor- 
ship into ISKCON temples. On the 
contrary, he states the opposite: 

“You know that we have re- 
fused even the Hindu people to 
hold demigod worship in our 
temple [...] As a matter of fact, 
we should not allow anyone to 
hold any function in our temple, 
otherwise than Vaisnava princi- 
ple.’ 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 10/10/1968) 

“So | think that the Murti 
which you have got is not Vis- 
nu Murti, but it appears to be a 
Murti of Lord Siva. 

Anyway, this Murti is not 
worshipable by us. In our temple 
we shall always worship Radha 
Krsna Murti or Lord Jagannatha.” 
(Śrīla Prabhupāda Letter, 15/1/1969) 

Thus, our original statement re- 
mains accurate. We never claimed 
there was any “harm” in worship- 
ping Lord Siva or any of the other 
points you have made. 

“Please excuse my ignorance.’ 

- Bhakta Robin Gentz 


ISKCON guru's language of 
appeasement 


“Just wanted to add to the arti- 
cle about Kripamoya’s take on ‘find- 
ing a guru’ which he does classes 
in at the Manor (“The Blind Lead- 
ing the Blind" BTP 35 — Ed.). You 


point out that there is some move- 
ment towards your philosophy by 
dint of the now long history of the 
inadequacies of the GBC gurus. 
The wording of Kripamoya, you 
have highlighted in yellow, reveals 
the subtle turns of phrase and ac- 
commodating language needed 
to appease a crowd evolving (by 
the mercy of Srila Prabhupada) 
and becoming more discerning. 
However, the summum bonum 
is always the same in my appreci- 
ation of things. There is NO high 
association in ISKCON institutions 
any more, and the classes and sub- 
classes about the guru problem 
do not achieve any cover up, but 
perpetuate the rot. This upholds 
the dull and hypocritical aura the 
movement has got for itself in our 
temples now, and intelligent peo- 
ple | meet, with even quite high 
karma, are not duped for a minute, 
and people like me have to suffer 
the embarrassment and have the 
job of explaining away why | am 
a Krsna devotee. Without high 
association there, no amount of 
disclaiming meetings or new 
conclusions will move anything. 
Hopefully, soon the game of imi- 
tating consciousness will be blown 
out and we can all breathe again 
and chant, serve prasada and 
spread the good word together 
that Srila Prabhupada graced us 
with!” 

- Jasoda Dasi, Glastonbury, England (initia- 
ted by a guru from a small unknown Beng- 
ali sariga who brought me to Prabhupada). 

Editor replies: 
Thank you very much for shar- 
ing your feedback. Yes, as we have 


. pointed out, their "movement" to- 


wards the IRM's position is mere- 
ly a further symptom of their hy- 
pocrisy, since their actions do not 
match their words. 

You are correct that such hyp- 
ocrites are unable to offer spiritual 
association since they themselves 
are on the path of duplicity, rather 
than honesty and integrity. Please 
see page 15 for more from ISKCON 


guru Kripamoya Dasa. 


The BTP Exchange: Cheap 
gurus, cheap disciples 


“I'm very interested to know the 
truth, because Srila Prabhupada 
warned us against cheap gurus 
and cheap disciples. | have been 
chanting for the past 32 years and 
| never got initiated. My heart tells 
me not to, and if Krsna is situat- 
ed in my heart, surely HE doesn't 
want me to. | want to be educat- 
ed! | don't care if | die, and not get 
initiated. But | certainly won't get 
trapped! Jai Srila Prabhupada!” 

- Marline Ramlotchan, Durban, South Africa 

Editor replies: 

You have indeed been saved 
from getting initiated and trapped 
by a false guru:claiming to be a 
substitute for Srila Prabhupada. If 
you are following Srila Prabhupa- 
da strictly without any deviation, 
this in any case is real initiation: 

“So anyway, from 1922 to 
1933 practically I was not initi- 
ated, but | got the impression of 
preaching Caitanya Mahaprab- 
hu’s cult. That | was thinking. 
And that was the initiation by 
my Guru Maharaja.” 

(Stila Prabhupada Lecture, 10/12/1976) 

“Initiation is a formality. If 
you are serious, that is real ini- 
tiation. [...] My touch is simply a 
formality. It is your determina- 
tion, that is initiation.” 

(Srila Prabhupada, “Search for the Divine", 
Back To Godhead) 

“The chanting of Hare Krish- 
na is our main business, that is 
real initiation. And as you are 
all following my instruction, in 
that matter, the initiator is al- 
ready there.’ 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 19/8/1968) 

“Well, initiation or no initia- 
tion, first thing is knowledge... 
knowledge. Initiation is formal- 
ity. Just like you go to a school 
for knowledge, and admission 
is formality. That is not very im- 
portant thing." 

(Srila Prabhupada Interview, 16/10/1976) 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 





www.iskconirm.com 








Issue 37 - Autumn 2012 : Back To Prabhupada - Page 1 ЧАМ. 


ВТР Interactive (continued) 


“A disciple means one who is 
always following the orders of 
the spiritual master. So I instruct 
my disciples to refrain from four 
prohibitions, namely no eating 
of meat, fish or eggs, no illicit 
sex life, no taking of intoxica- 
tion, including tea, coffee, cig- 
arettes, etc., and no gambling. 
Besides that my students must 
chant sixteen rounds of japa- 
mala of Hare Krsna mantra daily. 
So if you are able to follow these 
principles without fail, then you 
are as good as my disciple.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 11/8/1972) 

"Thank you very much! | am a 

vegetarian since | was a baby, my 
husband and two sons are vege- 
tarian as well, we don't intoxicate 
or gamble either. | chant the maha- 
mantra every morning. We were 
asked on many occasions to get 
initiated, but | always give them 
excuses because | know in my 
heart something is wrong. Most 
of my friends who are initiated are 
‘fried’ — they complain to me that 
the ISKCON gurus only follow the 
rich doctors and lawyers and ig- 
nore the average people and low 
income devotees who scrub and 
work very hard, and give their last 
earnings to the gurus, who live 
very opulently and are also sup- 
ported by the rich devotees. They 
are able to skip from country to 
country, whereas we work to sup- 
port them but still cannot afford a 
holiday. | hear a lot of stories like 
this. All | say is continue to have 
faith in the maha-mantra and Sri- 
la Prabhupada. Thank you for as- 
suring me that I’m not alone. 

From your sister Marline!” 

You are definitely not alone in 
keeping your faith only in Srila Pra- 
bhupada and rejecting ISKCON's 
substitute, usurper gurus; there 
is a whole of movement of devo- 
tees around the world who think 
the same and are going "Back to 
Prabhupada"! 


Discerning knowledge from 
illusion 


"Thank you so much for send- 
ing me copies of BTP regularly, | 
really appreciate it. | have been 
chanting regularly and visiting 
Bhaktivedanta Manor for many 
years but have many concerns 
over the way things are going. It 
is SO easy to be led astray on the 
spiritual path and so very hard to 
know where to place trust. Hare 
Krsna.’ 

- Lynne Langley, Scunthorpe, England 

Editor replies: 

We are very happy to help. You 
are correct that it is so easy to be 
led astray, especially when a group 
claims to be representing Srila Pra- 
bhupada, since we all want to fol- 
low Śrīla Prabhupāda. Therefore, 
we must always use our intelli- 
gence and powers of discrimina- 
tion. Spiritual life means coming 
out of illusion into knowledge. It 
does not mean replacing one illu- 
sion with another. Hare Krsna! 


IRM' global reach 


“Hare Krsna, Jai Srila Prabhu- 
pada. Please accept my pranams. 
The nectar came in the mail for 
Kishori and Ralph. They have al- 
ready shared it with local New 
Talavanites (New Talavana is the 
local ISKCON temple and farm 
community in Mississippi — Ed.). 
Krsna sends people there so we 
can give them the truth. You have 
put so much effort into this IRM 
project. It has gone global. What 
a blessing from Krsna to help this 
spreading and it is going ‘viral’ You 
have quite the knack of putting to- 
gether these important, informa- 
tive issues. 

As for the New Talavanites, 
they have a big censored mailbox 
for all devotees there. So what- 
ever gets in to the farm has to be 
'carried' or driven in and passed 
around incognito; as in illegal 
paraphernalia! You know Yogi 
and his cronies just hate your 
guts!!!! But you know Prabhupa- 


da is so pleased with this service 
you do. | encourage others to sub- 
scribe and the usual ‘light’ goes on 
in their head when they read the 
truth that had been kept from 
them through the years. The usual 
reply: “Those demons!!! How could 
they do this to Prabhupada?” 

So keep "shining the light". 
Even if it gets a hard struggle. Well 


keep this alive. Your servant" 
- Nrsirnha Dasi, Mississippi, USA 


More BTP readers speak out 


"Dear Prabhus, Please accept 
my humble obeisances. All glo- 
ries to Srila Prabhupada. Thanks 
for BTP and your inspiringly inci- 
sive realisations. You are definite- 
ly helping to stem the rising tide 
of Kali-yuga (the current degrad- 
ed age — Ed.), by exposing the 
cheating tactics of Kali-celas, de- 
mons disguised as devotees. They 
are all attempting to regroup. All 
the best. Keep broadcasting the 
real truth!! Your servant” 

- Raghunatha Dasa Dasa, Radlett, England 

“Send me everything please to 
find out more regarding fake gu- 
rus!” 

- Dheeraj Punjabi, Gibraltar 

“Very interesting and inform- 
ative.” 

- Babu Yasdeosingh Gowreesunkur, Petit 
Raffray, Mauritius 

“Srila Prabhupada is giving or- 
ders for us. It is good for our life. It 
is giving peace. We have to follow 
these orders. Please send me the 
free book.” 

- BR Parimala, Bangalore, India 

"Thank you very much for your 
valuable service. Wonderful. | like 
BTP very much. Hare Krsna. Your 
servant” 

- Sidhindra Shamrao Kulkarni, Pune, India 

“You are really doing a com- 
mendable and very needed work. 
Satyam, truthfulness, is the last leg 
of Dharma (religion) in this age of 
hypocrisy, and when Satyam is not 
observed, whatever show of relig- 
iosity is exhibited by human be- 


ings only remains a pretense and 
a fraud. When there is no under- 
standing, respect and service for 
Dharma, the idea of Bhakti or de- 
votional service to the Supreme 
Lord (Param Satyam) only remains 
a dangerous delusion, an unneces- 
sary disturbance to society. | pray 
that your mission of re-establish- 
ing the proper sentiment, conclu- 
sions and behaviour in service of 
Srila Prabhupada will be more and 
more successful.” 
- Parama Karuna, Jagannatha Vallabha Vedic 
Research Center, Jagannatha Puri, India 
“Updated subscription. Keep up 
the good work!” 
- Ramananda Dasa Goswami, Christchurch, 
New Zealand 
“From the bottom of my heart | 
thank you a lot.” 
- Dheeraj Sangam, Flacq, Mauritius 
“Keep up the awesome work 
you are performing in the service 
of Srila Prabhupada and Krsna. Re- 
ally appreciate your efforts to put 
matters into perspective. Haribol." 
- Nelson Pillay, Richards Bay, South Africa 
“All glories to H.D.G. Swami Sri- 
la Prabhupada! My continued well 
wishes in this most noble of efforts 
and service for sincere devotees 
everywhere. Thank you for perse- 
verance with this endeavour, thank 
you again. Hare Krsna. Your willing 
servant and aspiring bhakta" 
- Andrew Davitt, Nottingham, England 
“| would really love to read The 
Final Order. | am a devotee from 
1992 and Prabhupada is the only 
one who can lead us from untruth 
to truth!!!” 
- Hariprasad Dasa, Richards Bay, South Africa 
“| would be very pleased to be 
a part of the IRM Movement”, 
- Wanda Edwards, Pennsylvania, USA 
“Guru shows you how to con- 
nect with God through purity and 
love. No purity, no connection. [...] 
Keep up the good work" 
- Peter Sharpe, Bristol, England 
"| hope the truth will come to 
the surface and be revealed" 
- Francesca Ballerini, Florence, Italy 
(translated from Italian) 
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Why We Cannot Remain Silent 


n this article, we detail Srila 
Dens instructions re- 
garding what should be done 
when he is offended. (All empha- 
ses added.) 


The reality 


Srila Prabhupada, a pure devo- 
tee of Lord Krsna, has been great- 
ly offended ever since he departed 
from this planet in 1977. ISKCON 
guru HH Bhakti Charu Swami 
(“BCS”) admits: 

“I strongly believe that if the gu- 
rus had acted as Srila Prabhupáda's 
obedient followers and represented 
him properly, then they would not 
have fallen down. The cause of their 
fall down was actually their offens- 
es to Srila Prabhupada in trying to 
usurp his position.” 

(BCS /stagosthi, 3/11/2003) 

But, every ISKCON guru has 
followed exactly the same route 
in occupying the position of diksa 
guru in relation to Srila Prabhupa- 
da's position, regardless of wheth- 
er or not they later fell down. Thus, 
it would only take one of them to 
be guilty of “offenses to Srila Prab- 
hupada in trying to usurp his posi- 
tion”, to mean that they all are! 


Silence a great fault 


Having established that even 
ISKCON's leaders agree that Sri- 
la Prabhupada is being offended 
by ISKCON' current guru system, 
we must speak out rather than re- 
main silent: 

“Trnad api sunicena does 
not mean that if a Vaisnava is 
insulted or Visnu is defamed, 
you remain silent, “I am trnad 
api sunicena.’ No. At that time 
you should become fire. That 
is the teaching of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. Just like Hanu- 
manji, he’s Vaisnava. But when 
there was need for the serv- 
ice of Lord Ramacandra, he set 
fire in the Lanka. So when there 
is visnu-vaisnava-ninda, defa- 
mation, you should not remain 
trnad api sunicena. You should 


take steps. This is the instruc- 
tion. Anyway, Vaisnava is never 
angry, but that does not mean 
that you tolerate insult to Visnu 
and Vaisnava. No.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 25/10/1976) 

“One should not at any time 
tolerate blasphemy and insults 
against Lord Visnu or His devo- 
tees. A devotee is generally very 
humble and meek, and he is re- 
luctant to pick a quarrel with an- 
yone. Nor does he envy anyone. 
However, a pure devotee imme- 
diately becomes fiery with anger 
when he sees that Lord Visnu or 
His devotee is insulted. This is 
the duty of a devotee. Although 
a devotee maintains an attitude 
of meekness and gentleness, it 
is a great fault on his part if he 
remains silent when the Lord or 
His devotee is blasphemed.” 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4:14:32) 

"Krsna did not reply to even 
a single accusation made by 
Sigupala, but all the members 
present in the meeting, except 
a few who agreed with Sisupala, 
became very agitated because 
it is the duty of any respectable 
person not to tolerate blasphe- 
my against God or His devotee.” 
(Krsna Book, Volume 2, Chapter 19) 

This is why BTP exists. 


Topsy-turvy trick 


Ironically, the same instruc- 
tions presented above have been 
used by the same gurus who are 
offending Srila Prabhupada by 
usurping his position, to encour- 
age their disciples to physical- 
ly attack those who are attempt- 
ing to stop their offenses to Sri- 
la Prabhupada! One cannot claim 
that those who are offending Srila 
Prabhupada by usurping his posi- 
tion, are themselves being offend- 
ed by being asked to stop their 
own offenses! This is ludicrous and 
perfectly characterises the topsy- 
turvy behaviour which is the hall- 
mark of Kali-yuga, or the age in 
which we live: 


“Therefore, by the influence 
of the age of Kali, everywhere, 
politically, socially or religious- 
ly, everything is topsy-turvy, and 
therefore for the sane man it is 
all regrettable.’ 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 1:16:22) 


Silence means acceptance 


Since 1978, ISKCON has been 
promoting and practising the idea 
that because Srila Prabhupada is 
not physically present, he must be 
removed as ISKCON’s diksa guru, 
and replaced with GBC-authorised 
successors. Thus, if we remain si- 
lent in the face of the assertion 
that Srila Prabhupada is no long- 
er available as ISKCON's diksà guru, 
then this would mean that we ac- 
tually accept such nonsense: 

“If they remain silent, that 
means they have accepted. I 
charge you that “You are thief,” 
and if you don't protest, then 
you are thief. If you are not thief, 
immediately you will: "How you 
say? Why you have said?" There 
will be fight. But if you remain 
silent, that proves that you are 
thief. So they could not give us 
any counter-argument. There- 
fore they accepted.’ 

(Srila Prabhupada Morning Walk, 17/5/1975) 

“But what proof he can give 
that he’s God, that we shall ac- 
cept him God? Simply he shows 
some light. We have to make 
some propaganda. That will be 
our [indistinct]. And he has to 
be... If we remain silent, then 
whatever he says, that means 
we are accepting." 

(Srila Prabhupada Conversation, 13/8/1973) 

Thus, we cannot remain si- 
lent in the face of the current GBC 
propaganda about Srila Prabh- 
upada’s unavailability as ISKCON's 
diksa guru, and, therefore, it is es- 
sential that BTP continues to ex- 
pose this state of affairs. 


Real disciple must fight 


There are many devotees who 
agree with our position, but still — 





BTP defends Srila Prabhupada 


in the name of “keeping the peace" 
and “not making waves’, or “offend- 
ing the Vaisnavas" — do not wish 
to take a stand. Thus, they want 
to continue being able to attend 
ISKCON temples without the fear 
of being banned or ostracised. But, 
as we see, our loyalty first and fore- 
most must be exclusively to Srila 
Prabhupada — regardless of the 
consequences: 

“And the position of the 
preacher is madhyama adhikari. 
Therefore they have to point out, 
“Here is a jealous man, envious 
man.’ But people do not want it. 
They say, “Why you are point- 
ing out? Why you are pointing 
out?” But this is business of the 
preacher. Otherwise how he will 
preach?” 

(Srila Prabhupada Morning Walk, 7/4/1974) 

“You can eulogize your Guru 
Maharaja, but you have to learn 
it and face the public and be 
strong to defend yourself. [...] 
But be victorious to the oppos- 
ing elements. [...] But you have 
to fight. Then your Guru Mahara- 


ja will be glorified.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Conversation, 26/12/1975) 


Conclusion 


Anyone who wants to actual- 
ly please and glorify Srila Prabh- 
upada must support the IRM in its 
fight to defend Srila Prabhupada 
by exposing those who are com- 
mitting offenses to him by usurp- 
ing his position. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare – апа be happy! 


| § 
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ISKCON'S Rtvikvada course 


A sign of the deep inroads 
ade by the IRM's preaching, 
we can note that ISKCON's Bhak- 
tivedanta College now offers a 
7-week course — the very first 
part of which specifically aims 
to combat the message of BTP, 
which it refers to as "rtvikvada": 

"A guru represents Krsna 
and previous acaryas. He is a 
manifestation of Krsna’s mer- 
cy. This lesson is meant to pro- 
vide an understanding of the 
position, role, and importance 
of the various types of gurus. It 
will help students understand 
principles of parampara by way 
of contrast with fallacious un- 
derstandings, such as rtvikvada.” 
(Week 1, Guru-tattva and Parampara) 

It claims to explain the “various 
types of gurus” who are manifes- 
tation's of Krsna's mercy. However, 
in light of the article presented on 
page 3, we know that the ISKCON 
"guru"is a new entity, which can be 
defined as follows: 

“Non-liberated, non-param- 
para, non-divya-jnana-giving, in- 
itiation-ceremony-providing rtvik, 
who pretends to be a diksa guru!” 

Such an entity, therefore, is not 
any type of guru, but a fraud. Thus, 
when the course claims to explain 
the “principles of parampara by 
way of contrast with fallacious un- 
derstandings, such as rtvikvada"; it 
actually means the exact opposite: 

The course explains ISKCON's 
version of cheating rtvikvada in 
contrast to connecting directly to 
the parampara through the bona 
fide diksa guru, Srila Prabhupada. 


Non-physically present 
physical gurus! 


In the following lecture, 
ISKCON guru Kripamoya Dasa 
(“KMD”) highlights the fact that 
ISKCON’s “gurus” are hardly phys- 
ically present in the lives of their 
disciples: 

“In fact, 95% of our move- 
ment is really initiated by some- 








one who they hardly see. That’s 
alright. | was initiated by Prabh- 
upada, | hardly saw him, maybe 
six, seven times. Did Prabhupa- 
da ever personally crush me, rub 
me, boil me, break me, chastise 
me? No. But did others? Yeah, 
you bet! And Prabhupada made 
sure, that was our culture — the 
rubbing, crushing, pulverizing. 
That’s why the culture, some- 
times, of remote guru, short con- 
versation, flattering the disciple, 
is not working. It adds up to very 
weak disciples.” 

(KMD Lecture, 4/8/2012) 

And KMD admits that his own 
experience was similar — which 
was typical of many other disci- 
ples of Srila Prabhupada, who ei- 
ther never met, or had very little 
physical contact with Srila Prabh- 
upada. 

We therefore have the ludi- 
crous situation whereby it is ar- 
gued that an ISKCON “diksa guru" is 
necessary because the diksa guru 
must be physically present, even 
though: 

a) He himself may have hard- 
ly had the physical presence of his 
own diksa guru, Srila Prabhupada; 

b) He may provide hardly any 
physical presence to his own dis- 
ciples. 

We thus have a movement of 
“diksa gurus” who justify their ex- 
istence on the basis of a physicali- 
ty that, in general, they themselves 
may have not experienced, nor of- 
fer! Clearly, therefore, such a con- 
cocted explanation serves no pur- 
pose other than to enable such 
persons to “pretend” to be diksa 
gurus in order to take all the prof- 
it, adoration and distinction (PAD) 
that accompanies such a position. 


We all want Prabhupada! 


One of the chief disciples 
of HH Gour Govinda Swami 
(“GGS”), an ISKCON guru who left 
his body over 16 years ago, is Mād- 
havananda Dasa (“MD”) who has 
published GGS's biography. MD ex- 
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Quotes, Notes and News (QNN) 


plains in an interview how he came 
to accept GGS as his guru: 

"| prayed to Prabhupada, 
‘Please, | know now I need a 
guru, but | need someone like 
you. I just can’t accept anyone 
else". 

(MD Interview, 25/8/2012) 

This sentiment is typical of 
most ISKCON devotees. They want 
Srila Prabhupada as their guru, 
rather than the default rtviks pre- 
tending to be diksa gurus that the 
GBC offers. Hence, the GBC needs 
to concoct the lie that Srila Prab- 
hupada is unavailable due to his 
not being physically present, and 
therefore “you will need to accept 
one of us instead!” This illustrates 
just how crucial the “diksa guru 
physicality” myth, debunked in 
the last article, is to the whole guru 
hoax program. One may argue that 
devotees want someone like Srila 
Prabhupada who is also physical- 
ly present. But, many of Srila Prab- 
hupadas disciples never met him, 
and they wanted, and still want, 
Srila Prabhupada. And, as just ad- 
mitted by KMD, most ISKCON gu- 
rus hardly interact physically with 
their disciples anyway. So, the lack 
of physical presence does not pre- 
vent anyone from accepting Srila 
Prabhupada as their diksa guru. 
They simply need to be informed 
that he is still available. 


Who represents Srila 
Prabhupada? 


The Vice Chairman of the GBC 
Executive Committee (“EC”), HG 
Tamohara Dasa (“TD”), has ap- 
proved the banning of ISKCON 
guru HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami 
(“BVKS”) from 2 ISKCON temples 
of which Tamohara Dasa is the 
GBC, on the following grounds: 

“Both the temple presidents 
of Alachua and Gainesville have 
told you that they prefer you 
do not give classes or preach 
here. This must be, and will be 
respected. As the GBC of Ala- 
chua, I fully support this deci- 


sion. We feel that your opinions 
and style of preaching has tend- 
ed to be disruptive and at times 
offensive to devotees, the GBC, 
and ISKCON” 

(Text PAMHO: 24021005) 

Since TD believes BVKS is “of- 
fensive to devotees, the GBC and 
ISKCON", and the GBC must accept 
in theory that their own EC Vice 
Chairman is speaking the truth, the 
GBC must also accept that: 

a) BVKS is not representing 
Srila Prabhupada, otherwise they 
would have to accept that Srila 
Prabhupada was offensive! 

b) BVKS would be in viola- 
tion of the following GBC law, 
which sets down the mandatory 
qualifications to be approved as 
an ISKCON diksa guru, and thus 
should be removed as an ISKCON 
guru: 

“9, Must be effective in prac- 
tical preaching and counseling. 

10. Must have no loyalties 
that compete with or compro- 
mise his loyalty to Srila Prabh- 
upada, to his teachings, and to 
ISKCON. [...] 

12. Must recognize the GBC 
as the ultimate managing au- 
thority in ISKCON, support the 
GBC system, and follow the 
GBC.” 

(GBC Resolutions, 2010) 

Conversely, BVKS cannot be- 
lieve that the GBC is representing 
Srila Prabhupada if they claim that 
BVKS's preaching, which he be- 
lieves represents Srila Prabhupa- 
da, is offensive. 

Yet, the GBC is still happy for 
BVKS to remain a guru and roam 
largely all over ISKCON as long as 
TD's backyard is protected; and 
BVKS — with his guru position 
and ability to roam over most of 
ISKCON still intact — is still happy 
to cooperate with and serve un- 
der the GBC. Which further dem- 
onstrates the hypocrisy which per- 
meates ISKCON, whereby one does 
not even live by the very principles 
one espouses. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 





ISKCON's Racial Arguments Continue 


n pages 4-6 of this issue we 
o how ISKCON's 
leadership have blatantly put for- 
ward philosophy that they them- 
selves do not accept, in a desper- 
ate attempt to justify their usur- 
pation of $rila Prabhupada's po- 
sition. Over the next 2 pages we 
profile an even more desperate 
tactic, whereby, let alone misusing 
philosophy, no philosophy at all is 
put forward! Instead, being unable 
to present any philosophical argu- 
ments, recourse is made to per- 
sonal attacks based on racial the- 
ories or the invoking of religious 
and legal threats. We start first 
with a racial attack made by a rep- 
resentative of ISKCON Nairobi, Mà- 
nasi Ganga Devi Dasi (“MGDD”), 
via email on 17/8/2012. We wrote 
directly to ISKCON Nairobi asking 
if they agreed with her mail, to 
which they replied on 21/8/2012: 
“Yes we do.” In the shaded boxes 
below are extracts from the email 
sent by MGDD. 


Demoniac birth 


“Attn. Krishnakant. Dear Dem- 
ons, | dare and challenge you 
to publish what | write in your 
magazine, that only pours out 
envy. Anyone with very little in- 
telligence can see through the 
enviousness. This enviousness 
is truly not your fault, it is the 
fault of your birth. British culture 
is based on enviousness. British 
ruled all over the world with ONE 
POLICY of divide and rule, and 
they succeeded, but not forever, 
the empire came down. Ravana, 
Hiranyakasipu, Karisa all had 
their victory but the last victo- 
ry is never of the demons. [...] 
True to your Western culture, 
since you did not ever contrib- 
ute other than TAKING ADVAN- 
TAGE”. 


Unable to cite any statements 
in BTP which are incorrect, MGDD 
simply assumes they must auto- 
matically be incorrect because: 


a) | am of British birth; 

b) British and Western culture 
is based on enviousness and tak- 
ing advantage; 

c) Those coming from a such 
background are considered de- 
mons. 

These attacks based on bodi- 
ly considerations rather than evi- 
dence continue a theme present- 
ed in BTP 34, where ISKCON guru 
HH Jayadvaita Swami insisted that 
| must be wrong in relation to the 
GBC due to only being a “Gujarati 
guy” (of Indian origin). (Please see 
“Determining the truth -1: Ignorant 
bodily consciousness?" BTP 34.) 
Though, ISKCON is unable to make 
up its mind regarding the exact ra- 
cial theory it is putting forward; 
whether BTP must be wrong be- 
cause | am British, Indian, or both!? 


Indians respect false gurus 


^| am of an Indian background 
[...] I was also initiated by Bhaga- 
vàn and now by HH Lokanath 
Swami, and | take siksa from HH 
Sivarama Maharaja, HH Gopal 
Krsna Maharaja, HH Jayadvaita 
Maharaja. If | meet Bhagavan | 
will do full dandavat what siksa 
I got from him | will never forget. 
This is the difference in Indian 
and Western culture, we appre- 
ciate, respect and are grateful 
whereas in the West no respect 
for parents, elders, so where is 
the question of respecting gu- 
rus.” 


1) Continuing with her racial 
theories, MGDD states that due to 
her “Indian background”, she will 
continue to honour her initiating 
guru, Bhagavan even today, even 
though he later had to be removed 
from his guru position due to illic- 
it activity. This respect she claims 
is due to the “difference in Indian 
and Western culture”. But, if the 
guru becomes a non-guru, he was 
never a guru to begin with: 

“Well, if he is bad, how can 


he become a guru? [Laughter.] 





How can iron become gold? Ac- 
tually, a guru cannot be bad, for 
if someone is bad, he cannot be 
a guru.” 
(The Science of Self-Realisation, Chapter 2) 
2) Having claimed that West- 
ern culture and birth automatical- 
ly disqualifies myself from being 
non-envious, MGDD defeats her 
own racial theory by admitting 
that her initiating guru, as well 
as 2 of 3 of her siksa gurus, are of 
Western birth and culture (Bhaga- 
van, HH Sivarama Maharaja and 
HH Jayadvaita Maharaja)! Indeed, 
MGDD accepts that ISKCON's suc- 
cessor gurus, the vast majority of 
whom are of Western culture and 
birth, are not only non-envious, 
but fit to be worshipped "as good 
as God"! 


ISKCON so weak in the West 


"Unfortunately this is the reason 
why the movement is becoming 
so weak in the West and in In- 
dia it is spreading like wild fire, 
they are not bothered with the 
fall downs they only want spirit- 
ual progress and gurus. ISKCON 
as set up by Srila Prabhupada is 
thriving and will thrive, all sin- 
cere souls have the blessings of 
Krsna and Srila Prabhupada.” 


Continuing to explain every- 
thing as racial theories, MGDD as- 
serts that ISKCON is “so weak” in 
the West, unlike India, where the 
movement is supposedly thriving, 
because Indians do not care if their 
gurus are false and fall down into 
sinful activity! 


Shoot the messenger 


"| would like you to publish 
along with your so-called bribed 
supporters, your own person- 
al history, how clean you have 
been". 


Srila Prabhupada either or- 
dered 11 rtviks to transmogri- 
fy into successor diksa gurus or 
he did not (see Modification A, in 


The Final Order). If he did, one can 
simply present that order. And if 
he did not, then attacking me, or 
proving how unworthy a person 
| am, will not make such an order 
magically appear. That is the fatal 
flaw of personal attacks: shooting 
the messenger can only kill the 
messenger, not the message it- 
self, because the message depends 
on the evidence and not the per- 
son presenting it. And, even if one 
manages to destroy the messen- 
ger, many others can continue to 
present the same message. So at- 
tacking the messenger will not 
work. One needs to confront the 
actual message with evidence and 
philosophy. 


Offending Śrīla Prabhupāda 


"| have a humble request please 
strike us off your list, | have 
been offending Srila Prabhupa- 
da and his devotees by burn- 
ing their photos, (I tell a bhakta 
just burn, they look at me, have 
I gone mad). I curse your estab- 
lishment that you take the reac- 
tion for us committing this of- 
fense, and I know so many oth- 
er people are doing the same.” 


It takes only a few seconds to 
send an email saying: “Remove”. 
MGDD could have done this the 
very first time she received BTP, 
rather than engaging in her self- 
confessed offensive and “mad” ac- 
tivities. Indeed, it takes much more 
time and energy to burn many 
photos. Thus, the only cause of 
her offensive behaviour is herself. 


Conclusion 


Just the simple fact that many 
persons of Indian birth and culture 
have accepted and are promoting 
Back To Prabhupāda’s message 
means that MGDD cannot rely on 
her racial theories to explain why 
BTP must be incorrect. Rather, she 
needs to offer Krsņa conscious phi- 
losophy in the form of Śrīla Prabh- 
upada's orders. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 


|< 
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Book Exposés Force Desperate Response 


e have already noted in pre- 
Wi. issues the success of 
our book exposé series: 100 Con- 
tradictions: The life and teachings 
of His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami 
("BCS") and 100 Deviations: The 
life and teachings of His Holiness Si- 
varama Swami. The reason these 
books have been so successful 
in convincing devotees is sim- 
ple: they are verbatim reproduc- 
tions of the statements of ISKCON 
gurus contradicting either them- 
selves or Srila Prabhupada. Thus, 
since ISKCON devotees are simply 
reading what their own gurus and 
leaders are saying, the books can- 
not be disputed! This success has 
now resulted in another ISKCON 
guru, Kripamoya Dasa ("KMD"), 
penning a special 3000-word re- 
sponse to these books on the fo- 
rum reserved exclusively for disci- 
ples of BCS (“ВС /stagosthi"). Ex- 
tracts from this response are pre- 
sented in the shaded boxes below 

(all emphases added). 


Book cannot be disputed 


"Anyway, whichever author, or 
group of authors, compiled the 
book must have done extensive 
research of Bhakti Caru Swami's 
books, emails, and podcasts and 
so on in order to find just the 
right quotes to suit their pur- 


Person. And He takes it person- 
ally when those who are dear to 
Him are vilified. [...] The first of 
those spiritual offences is the 
most important [...] To blas- 
pheme the devotees who have 
dedicated their lives for propa- 
gating the holy name of the Lord. 
[...] Publishing one's thinly-dis- 
guised criticism in a book and 





widely distributing it is an un- 
thinkably stupid action if one 
values one's spiritual progress. 
Bhakti Caru Swami is — what- 
ever the IRM or any other group 
thinks of him — factually some- 
one who has dedicated his life to 


bringing others to Krsna”. 


KMD offers the usual ISKCON 
knee-jerk reaction triggered whe- 
never any ISKCON leader is cri- 
ticised; threatening us with having 
committed offenses and blasphe- 
my. However, if a book containing 
quotes of BCS constitutes "blas- 
phemy" to BCS, then the source 
of such blasphemy would be BCS 
himself, since the book only con- 
tains the words emanating from 
BCS, as admitted by KMD. KMD is, 
therefore, actually claiming that 
BCS has engaged in committing 
blasphemy against himself! 


Legal threat 


pose. That was no mean achieve- "Yet freedom of expression [...] 


ment. | applaud their research.” 


KMD acknowledges why his 
response is merited, since the 
book is composed of thorough 
research regarding the teachings 
of BCS, and, as he admits, provides 

“just the right quotes to suit their 
purpose” Therefore, given the fact 
that the actual content of the book 
cannot be disputed, KMD launches 
into the usual ISKCON response of 
threats against those who dare to 
publish such facts. 


Blasphemy threat 


“Lord Krsna is a Person and His. - 


holy name is therefore also a 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare 


certainly does not include the 
right to incite others to hatred 
on the basis of that person's 
race, appearance or beliefs. [...] 
I’m not saying that the IRM lit- 
erature incites religious hatred 
of the devotees of Krsna. They 
come pretty close, but | wouldn't 
say it was their primary inten- 
tion. Besides, if they did make 
it their intention it would be a 
criminal offence in England”. 


Not content with the threats 
of blasphemy, KMD also throws 
in the spectre of a legal threat, 
claiming that. we are "pretty close" 


to breaking the law by alleged- 


" 


ly stirring up "hatred of the dev- 
otees of Krsna”. But KMD himself 
states in his own words that at 
most the IRM are only opposed to 
those who deny that Srila Prabh- 
upada is the guru of ISKCON, and 
not to anyone for being a “devo- 
tee of Krsna”: 

“They believe that all the tens 
of thousands of members of 
ISKCON will only be reformed — 
and the entire movement conse- 
quently ‘revived’ — when those 
members declare themselves 
to be initiated disciples of Srila 
Prabhupada through the medi- 
um of a ‘rtvik-acarya’ who func- 
tions as a ceremonial interme- 
diary. Such ‘rtvik-acaryas’ must 
be appointed by the governing 
body of ISKCON. They believe 
that this was Srila Prabhupada’s 
final order and that most of 
ISKCON's problems can be traced 
to the fundamental mistake of 
not following this final order" 

Rather, BTP pushes devotees 
in ISKCON to become devotees of 
Krsna by exposing the demigod 
worship carried out in ISKCON. In- 
deed, as we detailed on the pre- 
ceding page, it is actually ISKCON 
which is making arguments "on 
the basis of that person's race" in 
regards to the IRM! So not even 

“pretty close”, but a flat-out lie. 


Hellfire and brimstone threat 


“And just if we all need to be re- 
minded about the serious re- 
percussions from criticising Vai- 
snavas, let’s have a few closing 
words from Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura, himself no stranger 
to rtvik (then known as kartab- 
hajiya) and many other deviant 
groups in Bengal of the 19th 
century: [...] That foolish person 
who criticizes an exalted Vaisna- 
va falls down to the hell known 
as Maharaurava, along with his 
forefathers.” 


-Not content with a blasphemy. 
and legal threat, for good meas- 


ure, KMD also throws in the "hell- 
fire and brimstone" threat, quot- 
ing Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s 
warning against those who crit- 
icise an “exalted Vaisnava”. KMD 
claims that what the IRM preach- 
es, which he labels as "rtvik" was 
known as “kartabhajiya” to Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Howev- 
er, this can be disproven by quot- 
ing KMD and his own ISKCON guru 
colleagues. HH Sivarama Swami 
(“SRS”) — the other personali- 
ty whose quotations were com- 
piled in the exposé series and 
whom KMD also seeks to defend 
in the article analysed here — ex- 
plains what “kartabhajiyas” are 
on his website, by quoting a fel- 
low ISKCON guru, the late Suhotra 
Swami: 

“only the Kartabhajas go 
to the extreme of proclaiming 
the guru to be God incarnate. 
Kartabhaja guruvada arises 
from the Mayavadi idea of ab- 
solute oneness. For the Kartab- 
hajas, the guru alone is the wor- 
shipable form of God. No oth- 
er form than the guru’s is wor- 
shipable, not even that of the ar- 
ca-murti, the temple Deity.” 
(www.sivaramaswami.com/en/2007/04/24/ 
deviant-vaisnava-sects-4/, archived 1/10/12) 

But, in the last section, we al- 
ready quoted KMD himself accept- 
ing that the IRM is not preaching 
the Mayavadi philosophy that Sri- 
la Prabhupada is God, or Krsna 
should not be worshipped, but 
rather only that Srila Prabhupada 
is the Guru of ISKCON. So, yet an- 
other flat-out lie. 


Conclusion 


The desperate racial argum- 
ents and threats displayed in the 
preceding 2 pages would not be 
necessary if ISKCON had evidence 
from Srila Prabhupada with which 
to counter the IRM's position. 
Rather, such desperate measures 
merely demonstrate that ISKCON 
is running scared due to having 
long lost the philosophical debate. 


and be happy! 





Fault-finder of Srila ТА Busted 


| n an interview with a reporter dated 5/3/1975, Srila Prabhupada presented the follwing analogy: 


"The dress... dress is not very important thing, but still, in the material field, this girl is dressed in a different way, you are dressed in a differ- 
ent way. [...] But just to draw a particular... Just like the policeman, he is differently dressed. One can understand that he is policeman. Simi- 
larly, we are also differently dressed so that people may understand we are Hare Krsna people" 


As can be seen, this analogy specifically draws upon only one similarity between a policeman and Hare Krsna devotees - the fact that each dresses dif- 
ferently and that this different dress may assist others in identifying them. This analogy is perfect because: 
a) Policemen and devotees do dress differently from others — FACT. 


b) The dress that devotees wear may assist people to identify them as being devotees, just as the dress of a policeman assists people to iden- 
tify him as being a policeman — FACT. 


| Thus, Srila Prabhupada’'s words are perfect, and do not require any "correction". 


| Yet, his supposed disciple, ISKCON guru HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami (“HD”), has felt the need to try to do just that. Within the shaded boxes be- 
| low are statements from HD, reproduced from “Istagosthi: Q & A with Srila Acharyadeva, 7/7/2012’, wherein HD attempts to “correct” Srila Prabhupa- 
| da's policeman analogy presented above. 


“He analogizes our dress to a police uniform. In fact, Prabhupāda appreciated intelligent feedback on material issues, and in that spirit, 
I would have suggested to Prabhupada that in two ways, the police analogy does not apply to us: 

A) The police are already recognized as authorities. People simply need to know who the police are. People in the West do not already ac- 
cept us as spiritual authorities and thus do not merely need to know who we are.” 


| As demonstrated above, Srila Prabhupada does not compare devotees to the police on the basis of being accepted as authorities, or on the basis of 
already being known, or on the basis that others “merely need to know” who they are. Rather, his comparison is made only on the basis that both the 
| police and devotees wear different dresses (FACT), and that this different dress may assist others in identifying them (FACT). 


“B) A police uniform is carefully tailored to fit in with the existing culture and to inspire respect for the office. Our “uniform” does not fit in 


with existing culture and for most people does not inspire submission to devotees as spiritual leaders. As the reporter below said, most 
people find our uniform “strange” and “odd”. 


Srila Prabhupada does not make the comparison on the basis of how aptly the dress fits in with the culture, or how much respect it inspires for the of- 
fice. Srila Prabhupada makes it very clear that he is making the comparison only on the basis that a person's dress may assist others in identifying them 
-and on that basis, as already demonstrated, the police analogy does apply to Hare Krsna devotees. 


Thus, in making comparisons between the dress of a policeman and the dress of a devotee that Srila Prabhupada did 
not make; that Srila Prabhupada did not claim were the basis for his analogy; and that Srila Prabhupada specifically 
excluded by stating the actual single basis for his analogy; HD is simply desperately trying to find fault where none 
exists. HD unnecessarily rebuts points that Srila Prabhupada does not make to try to find fault with Srila Prabhupa- 
Ча% statements, whereas the analogy that Srila Prabhupada actually used is correct. 

That certain persons have taken it upon themselves to try to “correct” Srila Prabhupada’s words should not be sur- 
prising given that they have already impudently usurped Srila Prabhupada’s position as the diksa guru for ISKCON. 
Indeed, in HD's case, we can see that this is a recurring pattern. In BTP 22, we already documented how HD declared 
that Srila Prabhupada may be wrong on so many subjects, and that HD considers himself empowered to judge when 
Srila Prabhupada’s statements are correct and when they are not — please visit this page: 
www.iskconirm.com/hdsp.htm 
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